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FOREWORD

Messrs Gokhale and Marathe deserve to be congratulated
on their present adventure which seeks to make the teaching of
Sanskrit in our Secondary Schools really interesting.  Those
acquainted with the result of the current methods will deubtless
agree that they have failed to achieve this aim. { have,
therefore, no hesitation in recommending that the plan of werk
indicated by Messrs Gokhale and Marathe after a fairly long
trial with it be adopted by Schools and teachers concerned in
the reform of Sanskrit-teaching. The plan steers clear of a
good many of the: difficulties and complexities of Sanskeit.
teaching and shows a straight-forward way of dealing with .

It would be advisable for Schools which have more than
one class in each High School Standard to try the plan indicated
in this book in one class and the current plan in the other or
others and note the progress of the pupils as well as therx
attitude towards the subject in each and determine for
themselves the telative value and usefulness of each plan.

Teachers Coﬂege }

Kolhapur, 10-11-38. K. S. Vakil
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PREFACE

This book aims at introducing the beginner to the intricacies
of Sanskrit in a pleasant and unobtrusive manner. Faith in the
new method is its basis. It is assumed that literature is a
better approach than grammar even to a classical langauge, that
a language can be learnt only by use, that only one difficulty
should be presented at a time. Accordingly the text consists
mostly of stories from the Hitopadesha cerefully adapted and
graded with reference to both vocabulary and grammar.

The vocabulary ( 1400 words ) includes masculine nouns
ending in 31, €, 3, feminine nouns ending in a_q_L__ﬁ_and neuter
nouns ending in 37, Most of the pronouns have been introduced,
but only adjectives ending in 37 have been admitted, The
guiding considerations in selecting declinables have been
declensional ease, affinity to the vernaculars and wtility in
expression so as to present the reading material within a limited

range of vocabulary without stultifying the language. Hence
indeclinables have been freely introduced.

Among roots those of the first, fourth, sixth and tenth conjuga-
tions have been preferred, but afew very common roots of other
conjugations have also been included. Both the active and the
passive forms of the Present and the Imperfect tenses and the
Imperative mood have been introduced, but only the active form
of the Simple Future, for the obvious reason that the passive
form of this tense is rarely met with in literature. Past passive
participles have been admitted with special emphasis on the
fact that they are largely used in preference to the passive and
even the active form of the Imperfect tense. Present participles

have been excluded because of the difficulty in declension.
Gerunds and infinitives have however been introduced.

The presentation of grammar is throughout inductive and
practical. Illustrations have been preferred to rules, the little
explanation necessary being relegated to the Teachers’ Hand-
‘book. The purpose is to emphasize the fact that it is only by
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intimate familiarity with the various forms that pupils will learn
to recognize them and not by committing abstract rules to
memory. A reference to the eighteenth lesson which introduces
the passive form of the present tense will show that no pains
have been spared to make the presentation clear and self-
illuminating.

Another assumption in the composition of this book is that
the aim of Sanskrit teaching is not to make grammarians, orators
or authors but simply to arouse living interest in the language.
As the repository of sacred lore and of a world famous
literature Sanskrit should be a solace and an inspiration to our
educated youth. Instead it remains a sealed book, most
students being frightened away by current methods of teaching.
Sanskrit literature, both sacred and profane, can, however, be
read and appreciated without great difficulty. The present
series is so designed as to lead the learner gradually into an
intelligent regard for Sanskrit literature.

Hence it is felt that for the average student there should be
little place for the formal teaching of grammar. The skill to
be aimed at is the ability to read and understand. Exercises
in original composmon or in translation into Sanskrit are
superfluous and wasteful. Sanskrit literature itself must be so
adapted and graded that acquaintance with it will develop into
the power of tackling original material with only an occasional
reference to the dictionary or the annotations. Accordingly
even this first book includes selections from Kalidas, Bhas, the
Ramayan and the Kadambari. And its companion volume,
intended for rapid reading, is Madhyamavyayoga, a complete
play of Bhas, carefully adapted for the purpose.

The two great difficulties in the study of Sanskrit literature
are Sandhis and Compounds, Only one compound viz. the
Shasthitatpurusha has been touched in this book. But a number
of Sandhis have been introduced in a novel and, it is hoped,
effective manner. The method consists in bringing in only one
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or two Sandhis at a time and so familiarizing the student with
it or them' by repeated use that recognition becomes automatic.

Though emphasis is thus laid on reading skill, it does not
preclude oral work. Linguistic material can be mastered only
by constant acquaintance. Opportunities must be provided
to hear and read, and to reproduce what is heard and read.
Repetition is necessary and to be effective it must be
alert and interesting. Conversational work provides repetition
without boredom, and is of the utmost value in teaching
any language. Detailed suggestions as to the method of oral
work will be found in the Teachers’ Handbook.

Simple written exercises, which do not involve original
composition, are also very useful in fixing language material and
in checking students’ lapses of understanding. The exercises
in this book are planned to provide specific practice in special
skills, such as the dissolution of Sandhis and compounds and
the use of peculiar phrases and constructions, The exercises
involving the construction and completion of sentences have
been so framed that students will not be able to do them
merely by reference to the body of the text. Other exercises
intended to ensure repetition will be found in the Handbook.

The scheme of grammar outlined above is very much in
keeping with that of Dr. Bhandarkar's First Book, Thus those
who insist on the formal teaching of grammar will be able to
use this as a reading book in conjunction with Dr. Bhandarkar's
Book. But such a study of grammar is unneccssary, and the
best advantage will be derived by using this book alone on the
line laid down in the Handbook.

We are very grateful to our Guru Principal K. S. Vakil for
kindly sparing time to go through the book and favouring us
with a foreword. Gurubandhu K. J. Dixit of Sangli has also
obliged us by making invaluable suggestions.

V.D. G.
0 M. M.
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